
      The Church out of the Pews 
 

Worship 

You can find a service online via the Church of 

England ‘Daily Prayer’ App or at 

churchofengland.org under the prayer and 

worship section.  

On weekdays there is a daily service on Radio 4 

LW and DAB at 9.45am and Premier Christian 

Radio broadcasts all day. 

On Sundays there is a service on Radio 4 at 

8.10am and then on BBC One Sunday Worship 

at 10.45 & Songs of Praise at 1.15. 
 

Prayer 

The Prayer Tree is now working in place of our 

prayer board in church. Requests for prayer 

should come to Sue who will pass them up the 

tree. 
 

The Prayer Team are willing to pray with you 

over the phone so do ring 

Geoff 604040;  Julie 669692;  

David 444796; Steve 656948 
 

Practical Matters 

If you are self-isolating and need shopping doing 

then Lynn has offered to co-ordinate that for us 

– so phone Lynn on 443012;  
 

Foodbank 

Donations can be taken direct to St Mary 

Magdalene Church hall every morning between 

9.0 and 12.0. If you would like to donate money 

then please contact Sue and she will give you 

banking details. 

 

A prayer for these days 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from 

your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Sue and Martin are available for contact at any 

time 668184 

sue-upton@talk21.com 

rev.martin.upton@talk21.com  
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Week Beginning 

SUNDAY 26
th

 APRIL 2020 

3
rd

 Sunday of Easter 
 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh 

hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 
 
Challenge? 
How are you getting on? We look forward to 
seeing your Bible verses in all sorts of creative 
ways in the fullness of time. 
 
Who Cares? 
You will remember that the vision evening for 
this should have been held just as ‘lockdown’ 
started. It is now going to be held via ‘Zoom’ on 
Tuesday 5th May at 7.00pm. You can join this 
via your computer or tablet, or by phone – 
details below. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

Video: https://zoom.us/j/990114063 

Meeting ID: 990 114 063 

Phone: Dial by your location 

+44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 

Meeting ID: 990 114 063 

 
Sad News 
Fred’s funeral is going to be next Wednesday 
the 29th at 1.00, but of course only close family 
are allowed to attend. Please pray for Rita, for 
their daughters Julie and Lynn and their families. 
There will be time for us all to remember Fred at 
a service in church when such things are 
possible again. 
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Luke 24: 13 Now that same day two of them 

were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were 

talking with each other about everything that 
had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed 

these things with each other, Jesus himself 
came up and walked along with them; 16 but 

they were kept from recognizing him.  
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing 

together as you walk along?”  They stood still, 
their faces downcast.  
18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 

“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 

does not know the things that have happened 

there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He 
was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 
before God and all the people. 20 The chief 

priests and our rulers handed him over to be 

sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 
21 but we had hoped that he was the one who 

was going to redeem Israel. And what is 

more, it is the third day since all this took 
place. 22 In addition, some of our women 

amazed us. They went to the tomb early this 
morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came 

and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of 

our companions went to the tomb and found 

it just as the women had said, but they did 

not see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and 

how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer 

these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they 
were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, 

“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day 

is almost over.” So he went in to stay with 

them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 

opened and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked 

each other, while he talked with us on the 

road and opened the Scriptures to us?”   
33 They got up and returned at once to 

Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 
those with them, assembled together 34 and 

saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what 

had happened on the way, and how Jesus was 

recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

I could use my quote from TS Eliot again here!  
Jesus walking unrecognised with the two 
disciples.  This is another of my favourite bible 
stories (I’ve only got about 50) because it is an 
encouragement to see and hear Jesus in our 
conversations and our daily life.   

There’s a song I know which begins like this: I 

walk with you my children, 

 Through valleys filled with gloom; 

 in echoes of the starlight  

  and shadows of the moon. 

 In the whispers of the night-wind  

  are gentle words for you 

 To touch you and assure you, 

 It’s my world you’re walking through. 
Life is not that easy at the moment.  There 
seems to be little more than ‘valleys filled with 
gloom’.  We don’t know that much about the 
background to the story in Luke 24.  Who was 
Cleopas?  Who was the other disciple?  Why 
didn’t they believe what they had been told?  
Why were they heading out of Jerusalem?  
What was important enough for them to go - yet 
not important enough that they were able to 
ignore and go back to Jerusalem? 
But we do know the excitement that they felt. 
“Were not our hearts burning within us..” and 
that they just had to do the 2 hour walk - in the 
late evening - back to their fellow disciples.  
Some things just have to be shared, no matter 
how inconvenient or difficult. 
And there are other things we can take with us 
in our current circumstances.   
 Jesus walks with us - whether we 
recognise it or not.  Often we do realise after the 
event.  Remember the ‘Footprints’ story? 
 It is important to stop and take stock from 
time to time.  ”They stood still, their faces 

downcast”, to ask the questions which are on 
our minds - and expect to get answers. 
 There is strength in knowing the Bible.  
Jesus explained about himself by using the 
scriptures he had been taught as a boy, and 
could refer to from his own memory. 
 It is also important to share our common 
faith in the breaking of bread, being with others.  
Here we have Communion with each other as 
well as with God.  Here we are reminded of 
Jesus our ‘King and God and sacrifice’.  That is 
one reason why we may be struggling at the 
moment: we can’t share in this way. 
But let’s look forward to the time - whenever that 
will be - when we can come together again and 
celebrate all that we hold in common - and 
rejoice that God still loves each one of us as 

unique individuals.        Martin 


