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Bradwell Mothers’ Union were privileged 

to welcome the Dean of Norwich 

Cathedral, the Very Revd Jane Hedges, as 

the speaker at the meeting this month. Members from other 

branches had been invited and over 30 members and friends 

attended. Doreen spoke about the service at the Cathedral the 

previous day when 31 Mothers’ Union banners from all over 

the Diocese had been paraded. Caroline gave a report about 

the Diocesan Day Bradwell had hosted the week before when 

Marguerite Phillips had led a study day exploring the 

Mothers’ Union initiative of Listening, Observing and 

Acting. 

Jane had called her talk ‘From Deaconess to Dean’ and began 

by telling us that she had wanted to be a Vicar from the age 

of 17 even though, at that date, it was not possible for women 

to be ordained. She, however, stuck to what she felt God was 

calling her to, and after a variety of work in different places 

and churches, she was eventually ordained priest in 1994. 

Before Norwich, Jane was at Westminster Abbey as Canon 

Steward, responsible for hospitality and visitor experience. 

The Abbey welcomed over a million visitors each year and 

wanted to encourage them to appreciate that they were 

visiting a place of Christian worship, not just another tourist 

attraction. Jane was made Dean of Norwich Cathedral in 

2014 and loves the job! She told of how, looking back on her 

life’s journey, she could see God’s hand preparing her for this 

work. She wants people to feel that the Cathedral is there for 

everyone and a wide range of activities are organised to 

encourage people through the door. Next year there is going 



to be a helter-skelter in the nave so people can see the roof 

bosses up close. In 2020 Dippy the Dinosaur, from the 

Natural History Museum, is visiting the Cathedral at the end 

of his countrywide tour. Jane needed to leave the meeting 

promptly to be back in Norwich for Evensong as all the work 

of the Cathedral is underpinned by daily prayer and worship. 

It had been a most enjoyable afternoon. 

Next month our speaker is Mrs Pam Woodrow, talking on 

‘Prayer and Innovation’. All are most welcome. 

 
 

 


