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On a sunny afternoon 25 members and 

friends attended the May meeting. We 

welcomed Frank Hume as the speaker. 

Since his talk was expected to include a seedier side of life, 

the Bible reading chosen for the opening worship was St. 

Paul’s wonderful description of real love in his first letter to 

Corinthian Christians, chapter 13. 

Frank’s talk was entitled ‘Murder in the Family’ and, with 

illustrations, he told the true tale of how a Yarmouth girl, Ida 

May Kirkham, his great-aunt, became a key witness in the 

Dr. Crippen murder trial in the early twentieth century. Dr. 

Crippen married his second wife, a girl of 19, and they 

moved to London from the USA where he had lived and 

trained as a doctor. His young wife fancied herself as an 

opera singer but was not good enough so became a performer 

in the very popular Music Halls. In 1908 she became 

treasurer of the Ladies’ Music Hall Guild of which Frank’s 

great-aunt was the secretary, working under her stage name, 

Melinda May. Dr. Crippen’s marriage was not happy and 

after a row his wife vanished from their house and was never 

seen again. Melinda May alerted Scotland Yard which, after a 

lot of investigations, culminated in a chase across the Atlantic 

to Canada where Dr. Crippen was arrested. He was sentenced 

to death and was hanged in Pentonville prison. 

However, Dr. Crippen always protested his innocence and the 

case was followed up in 2005 by the University of Michigan, 

where he had done his medical training, with surprising 

results. But in the best Agatha Christie tradition these cannot 

be told here! 



Frank and his son, George, were thanked for a most 

entertaining afternoon. At next month’s meeting on Thursday 

7th June we welcome back Mr Malcolm Metcalf, who will be 

talking and showing slides of ‘Around England on my Bus 

Pass’. All are welcome 

 


